pears that of late years the immates of the College have greatly suffered, at the beginning of each rainy season, from the bad smell driven on them by the east wind, sweeping over the pits into which the filth of the city is gathered by the municipal carts. "We mention these facts, because it is stated, with regard to the1 water-supply of the boys attacked by cholera in St. Peter's College,'that "until lately it (the water) was obtained from a well close to the east front of the college ; but the Rector, on being warned (some three months before the outbreak of cholera) of the approach of cholera, brought another well into use, which is situated in a hollow a quarter of a mile to the east of the college. The water was brought in skins, and poured into wooden barrels, from which the boys drank, and the barrels were cleaned out daily : it was not the custom to filter the drinking water." The girls in the St. Peter's institution were none of them attacked by cholera, but their water was " was brought in casks from a well-known source at Hurreepurletet."
We have stated above that the prisoners in the central jail at Agra, some 2,000 in number, were only separated from St. Peter's College by the main road; not a single convict in this establishment suffered from cholera, and, what is more remarkable, the females, including a large number of girls, sisters and nuns, living within the walls of St. Peter's institution, but drinking water brought from a distinct source, and supplied by different means from that at the command of the boys, were absolutely without a case of cholera among them.
A good deal has been written regarding an entertainment given to the boys of St. Peter's College on the 4th of July, with reference to the outbreak of the disease which occurred among them on the following day, but it is to be observed that there were about 160 visitors present at this play, and that they remained unaffected by cholera; the girls in the same building, and the prisoners on the other side of the road, did not suffer from the disease; the boys had no feast after the entertainment,?so that there is no reason to suppose that any peculiar articles of diet could have produced cholera among the St. Peter's College toys, and not among the girls or the convicts in the immediate vicinity. The conservancy arrangements in the boys' school were evidently by no means perfect, but the latrines were not in a bad condition; and almost all the cases of cholera occurred from the 5th to the 7th of July?"a circumstance which shows that the sickness was occasioned by some local and passing influence," common to the boys, but to no one else in the institution or in the immediate neigh- [October 1, 1872. cholera on the road, and died on arrival: this case shows that the cholera influence was at work before the 4th." On the evening of that day a play was acted at the college, at which the hoys and 1G0 visitors were present.
" The children, on the 4th of July, had not eaten or drunk anything besides their ordinary fare ; the performers only had a few bottles of ginger-beer, but the sickness did not manifest itself among them at first, and only one of them caught it subsequently."
On the oth of July no less than 21 cases of cholera occurred among the boys of this school, of whom 6 died before the evening; the total number of boys in the school amounting to 176. The disease continued very severe on the Gth and 7th, but abated on the 8th, by which time there had been 21 deaths among 44 boys attacked by the fearful disease; the girls in the same institution, and the 2,000 convicts on the opposite side of the road, as we have above said, remaining absolutely free of cholera.
We do not intend dilating on the probability of cholerainfecting matter having found its way into the bheestees' mussitclcs carrying water to be consumed on the 3rd of J uly by the boys in the school; we say that by this theory alone can we account for the prisoners and girls having escaped the disease, while the boys suffered from it so severely on the 5th, Gth, 7th, and Sth of July. As in the instance of the outbreak of cholera at Secunderabad last year, we would beg our readers to examine the circumstances of cholera in St. Peter's College, Agra, by the light thrown on the disease from the case of the 5 men out of 19 seized with cholera within three days of partaking of water contaminated by matter passed from a person suffering from the disease.
